
 

NINE ELITE PRO CYCLING TEAMS CHOSEN TO COMPETE IN  
2014 AMGEN TOUR OF CALIFORNIA 

 

May 11-18 2014 Event Will Feature a Field Comprised of 56 Percent UCI Pro Teams 
– Equating to half of the Pro Teams Competing in the Tour de France 

 
LOS ANGELES (January 9, 2014) – The ninth edition of the Amgen Tour of California will feature an elite 

international field of professional cycling teams made up of World Champions, Olympic Medalists, Tour de 

France stage winners and other accomplished cyclists. Today AEG, presenters of the race, announced the first 

nine cycling teams selected to compete in America’s largest cycling race taking place May 11-18, 2014, over 

nearly 700 miles of roadways, highways and scenic routes throughout California.  

The nine pro teams announced include Team Sky; Cannondale Pro Cycling, whose roster includes 

Peter Sagan, winner of a record 10 stage victories at the Amgen Tour of California; Belkin Pro Cycling Team, 

which includes the 2012 Amgen Tour of California winner, Robert Gesink; and Omega Pharma – Quick-Step 

Cycling Team.  

“After the first time I raced in the Amgen Tour of California I immediately knew I wanted to come as 

many times as possible,” said Peter Sagan, Cannondale Pro Cycling. “Over the past four years I‘ve had some of 

my best performances here. The Amgen Tour of California will always be a priority in my season, I hope to 

continue to have great results again this year and win another green jersey. I think green and gold is a good 

combination!” 

Also racing will be three of the top United States-based teams: Team Garmin-Sharp, Trek Factory 

Racing and BMC Racing Team, which took home the overall team win in the 2013 Amgen Tour of California. 

Overall, six of the teams named today to the field finished in the top-10 of the 2013 World Rankings.   

“I take pride in the fact that I participated in every single edition of the Amgen Tour of California since it 

started!” said Jens Voigt, Trek Factory Racing. “I love this race and have seen it grow and become bigger and 

better every year! And now, going into my last season as an active pro rider, I want to be part of this spectacular 

race once more!! California, here I come!”  

“Each year we strive to secure an elite field of cyclists to bring fans one of the best races in the world, as 

well as create an increasingly competitive landscape for the riders,” said Kristin Bachochin, executive director 

of the Amgen Tour of California and senior vice president of AEG Sports. “It’s exciting that we have the 

opportunity to expand our field with an additional UCI Pro Team this year, which will make for even more 

exciting competition each day of the event. We’re looking forward to a race that will likely be our most exciting 

ever.” 
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Since its inaugural race in 2006, the Amgen Tour of California has consistently drawn the world’s best 

cycling talent while growing to become one of the most important races on the international calendar. With a 

recent change to UCI 2.HC sanctioned events regulations, the 2014 Amgen Tour of California will be the first-

ever U.S.-based stage race to host a field that is comprised of more than 56 percent of UCI Pro Teams – the 

largest-ever (by percentage) for a race on U.S. soil. Previously, race organizers were limited to hosting a field 

that was no more than 50 percent comprised of UCI Pro Teams. 

“The Amgen Tour of California has grown in stature and importance over the years and Team Sky is 

looking forward to competing this May, said Carsten Jeppesen, head of Technical Operations for Team 

Sky.  “Race organizers always provide a challenging course and California fans are wonderful!” 

 “The Amgen Tour of California became a really important event in our race schedule over the past 

many years,” explained Roberto Amadio, Cannondale Pro Cycling Team Manager.  “As a global team we get 

to race around the world and everyone loves to race in USA.  The Amgen Tour of California has become a 

priority for our team to attend. Every time we come to California we find a high level of organization, as well as a 

wonderful public setting. This makes American racing very special, people enjoy cycling and we enjoy racing in 

front of them.” 

The 2014 Amgen Tour of California will host sixteen teams, including the following nine UCI Pro 

Teams: 

 Belkin Pro Cycling Team (NED)  

 BMC Racing Team (USA) 

 Cannondale Pro Cycling (ITA)  

 Omega Pharma – Quick-Step Cycling Team (BEL) 

 ORICA-GreenEDGE (AUS) 

 Team Argos-Shimano (NED)  

 Team Garmin-Sharp (USA)  

 Team Sky (GBR)  

 Trek Factory Racing (USA) 

The remaining teams will be announced in February 2014. 

Since its inception, the Amgen Tour of California has become one of the most important races on the 

international cycling calendar, showcasing the most elite cyclists from around the world to the American 

audience. In addition, the Amgen Tour of California provides cyclists the chance to preview their prospective 

competition at the subsequent Tour de France. With the opportunity to host a field comprised of a larger 

percentage of UCI Pro Teams, the 2014 Amgen Tour of California will play host to 50 percent of the UCI Pro 

Teams that are expected to compete for the ultimate yellow jersey in France this year.  

For further information about the teams competing in the 2014 Amgen Tour of California, please visit 

www.AmgenTourofCalifornia.com. 
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The 2014 Amgen Tour of California is an eight-day stage race that will start May 11 in front of the state’s 

Capital Building in Sacramento and travel through an additional 11 host cities including Folsom, San Jose, 

Mount Diablo State Park, Monterey, Cambria, Pismo Beach, Santa Barbara, Santa Clarita, Mountain High, 

Pasadena and Thousand Oaks. 

 

About the Amgen Tour of California 
The Amgen Tour of California is a Tour de France-style cycling road race created and presented by AEG that 
challenges the world’s top professional cycling teams to compete along a demanding course that traverses 
hundreds of miles of California’s iconic highways, byways and coastlines each spring. The teams chosen to 
participate have included Olympic medalists, Tour de France contenders and World Champions. More 
information is available at www.amgentourofcalifornia.com.   
 
About Amgen 
Amgen is committed to unlocking the potential of biology for patients suffering from serious illnesses by 
discovering, developing, manufacturing and delivering innovative human therapeutics. This approach begins by 
using tools like advanced human genetics to unravel the complexities of disease and understand the 
fundamentals of human biology. 
 
Amgen focuses on areas of high-unmet medical need and leverages its biologics manufacturing expertise to 
strive for solutions that improve health outcomes and dramatically improve people’s lives. A biotechnology 
pioneer since 1980, Amgen has grown to be the world’s largest independent biotechnology company, has 
reached millions of patients around the world and is developing a pipeline of medicines with breakaway 
potential. For more information, visit www.amgen.com and follow us on www.twitter.com/amgen.  
 
About AEG 
AEG is one of the leading sports and entertainment presenters in the world. AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
The Anschutz Company, owns or controls a collection of companies including facilities such as STAPLES 
Center, StubHub Center, Sprint Center, The O2, Nokia Theatre L.A. LIVE and Best Buy Theater Times Square; 
sports franchises including the Los Angeles Kings (NHL), two Major League Soccer franchises, two hockey 
franchises operated in Europe, management of privately held shares of the Los Angeles Lakers the Amgen Tour 
of California cycling road race; AEG Live, the organization’s live-entertainment division, is a collection of 
companies dedicated to all aspects of live contemporary music performance, touring and a variety of 
programming and multi-media production. For more information, visit AEG today at www.aegworldwide.com.  
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